Family factors affecting the outcome of tuberculosis treatment in Taiwan.
Despite the progress of tuberculosis (TB) control, the failure of treatment mainly due to non-adherence to medical recommendations remains a major obstacle to the eradication of this disease in both industrialized and developing countries. We interviewed 397 active pulmonary TB cases (274 males and 123 females) in Taiwan and followed up their treatment outcomes. No significant differences were found between any of the groups of either sex on TB cognition scores. Positive correlations between cognition scores and compliance scores, between cognition scores and family apgar scores, and between compliance scores and family apgar scores were noted in this study. In males, the complete treatment group had a higher compliance score (mean +/- standard deviation = 13.45 +/- 2.80) and family apgar score (22.44 +/- 2.29) than the incomplete treatment group (11.61 +/- 3.21 and 14.77 +/- 3.92, respectively). In females, the complete treatment group had a higher cognition score (65.99 +/- 6.75), compliance score (13.65 +/- 2.55) and family Apgar score (22.78 +/- 2.30) than the incomplete treatment group (62.05 +/- 6.91, 11.70 +/- 3.04 and 14.84 +/- 3.80, respectively). In the logistic regression analysis, both the family Apgar score and compliance score were significantly related to the TB treatment outcomes. The subjects with a family Apgar score higher than 20 had a chance to complete treatment as high as 72-fold (95% confidence interval = 31.7-164.0) that of those with a score less than 20.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)